IN THE COMMUNITY

Making a
difterence

We've just delivered six new apartments at Becket Court in Dartford.

Don't think that sounds too remarkable? You'd be wrong.

The development team is fairly level-headed.
So you know something out of the ordinary is
happening when Janet Ranson, Principal
Development Manager says: “It’s personally
very rewarding to provide some of the most
vulnerable people in society with homes that
promote their independence and maintain
their dignity for years to come. Each resident
has severe learning difficulties and was
previously living in group accommodation.”

“Becket Court is individually designed for the
people that live there. We created the entire
complex to give each of the residents as
much freedom and choice as possible — right
down to the colour of their carpets.”

Independent living

Tanya 0’Halloran, Service Manager at Becket
Court, explains: “We hope we're providing
our residents with a home for life so it’s
really important that they feel it is their
home. That means having the right to choose
the kitchen or bathroom they want, just as
you and | would. By getting everyone involved

we were able to make the transition to their
new homes as smooth as possible.”

The land, which was previously owned by the
NHS, was granted to the project along with a
capital grant and we added some of our own
private borrowing to complete the project.
We will remain as landlords of the property.

This was the first time that we had worked
with NHS West Kent's provider arm, West
Kent Community Health. Its Managing
Director, Mark Shepperd, is delighted with
the results. He says: “It was a real pleasure
to work with West Kent Housing Association
to deliver Becket Court. People with learning
disabilities deserve the right to have the
independence of living in the community,
and these new apartments will give them
that opportunity.”

If you want to know more about
the work of the development
team, contact Mark Leader on
01732 749416.
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